124          THE GERMAN SCHOOL SYSTEM
It will have been observed that in Germany no
foreign language is taught during the first four
years of a child's education. Happily, there is at
present a tendency in India also to postpone the
teaching of English until a child has received
some grounding in his mother-tongue. But, un-
like the Germans, we do not fully appreciate the
importance of a sound foundation in English ; for,
while we endeavour to secure M.A.'s and trained
graduates to give instruction in English in the
high stage, in the initial stage we often entrust
the subject to men who are thoroughly incompe-
tent and ill-fitted to handle it.